
By Erik Budrakey

SWITCHBACK BREWING CO.
Distance from Albany: 148.4 Miles
Drive Time: 3 Hours 4 Minutes 
Annual Production: 20,000 BBLS
Distribution Footprint: Vermont,  
New York, New England

THEN
Back in 2002, when Bill Cherry 

co-founded Switchback Brewing Co., he 
started with just one beer: Switchback Ale. 
Draft only. He had developed the recipe 
in his head over the course of a couple 
of years using just his imagination. He 
brewed no test batches. He looked to exalt 
flavor and complexity while delivering the 

Switchback Ale the way a brewmaster 
would prefer to experience it. To accom-
plish this, the beer was left unfiltered and 
100% naturally carbonated with a special 
process utilizing the yeast. The result was 
a beer that does is not easily defined by 
description, being that it was brewed to a 
flavor idea versus based on any existing 
style classification. 

NOW
Now celebrating their 15-year anni-

versary, Switchback enjoys being a lead 
craft brewery in Vermont. In February, 
Switchback officially became the first 100% 
employee-owned brewery in Vermont 
via an Employee Stock Ownership Plan 
(ESOP). The move keeps the brewery 
locally owned and operated, still at its orig-
inal home in the South End of Burlington. 
They produce about 8 different beers per 
year plus numerous Limited Runs available 
exclusively in the Tap Room. Switchback 
distributes their beer across all of New 
England and New York and are experi-
encing tremendous growth. Now, their 
year-long line up consists of their flagship 
Switchback Ale as well as Citra-Pils Keller 
Bier and Connector IPA in 12-ounce subby 
bottles, 22-ounce bombers, and draft. 
They also have a rotating specialty line-up 
including a handful of seasonal favorites 
such as Marzen Fest Bier, Roasted Red 
Ale, and Dooley’s Belated Porter. If you’re 
into trying the rare stuff, be sure to check 
out their Limited Run Series consisting of 
beers such as Berliner Weiss, Dampf Punk, 
and French Saison. From traditional-style 
to It’s all good.

 THE CRAFT BEER ROAD TRIP:
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Bill Cherry, owner
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We here at True Brew appreciate LOCAL, and we know you 
do to.  When you’re planning your next craft beer adventure, 
we recommend you check out nearby Air B&B locations.  
Staying at and Air B&B is fun, more adventurous than 
staying in a standard hotel, and will enhance your overall 
experience.  Whether your looking for a single room or an 
entire house, Air B&B has you covered!  Download the App 
today and, for the Switchback Road Trip, enter “Burlington, 
VT”.  Try something new!

TAPROOM
Revamped in 2014 as an outlet to showcase their experimental and 

limited release beers, the Tap Room at Switchback is a MUST VISIT 
when heading up to Burlington. With 6-8 beers on tap and a menu con-
sisting of, well, just hot dogs, there is just something about the place. 
The space allows them to host cool beer-themed events such as Stretch 
& Sip Yoga, Cheese and Beer Pairings and various educational classes. 
There’s also a gift shop area selling an array of Switchback swag to take 
home with you. Equally as important, dogs are welcome!

So, the next time that you are packing up the posse to head up into 
Vermont, be sure to carve some time out of your schedule to visit 
Switchback. Tours are available on Saturdays by reservation.

Switchback Taproom

A room in cozy 
cottage near 
downtown

Secluded  
Lakefront Cabin 

3 bedrooms 1.5 
baths on the 
beach 

$75/ 
night

$120/ 
night

$86/ 
night
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Switchback Brewing Co.
160 Flynn Avenue | Burlington, VT 05401 
Phone: 802.651.4114

TAP ROOM HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 11AM- 8PM
Friday - Saturday: 11AM - 9PM
Sunday: 11AM - 7PM

Visit Switchbackvt.com for current  
Tap Room hours, news, & events


